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My Honour d Lord and Patro! 
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and Humility, Dedicated IF - 


His LOR DSHIP'% 75 


Moſt Otlig d 1 Bark 


Servant and Chaplain, | 
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[PREFACE 


HE reaſon of my publiſhing this oleinDiſcourſe a was, 
becauſe I was willing to contribute any «ſi ff ance 
1 could (and all that every Man can bring "ES 
no more than neceſſary) towards the giving ſome | 
Check to that Flood of f Impiety, and Corruption in Principles 
of Religion, that bat broken in of late ſo far and wide upon us, 
and almoſt owverwhelm'd the preſent Age: And, if ſome ſtop 
be not put to it, threatens the Ruin and Diſſolution, not. only of /* 
N % Excellent Church of England, but even of Chriſtia-. 
nity ir ef amongſt us. The Spring-Head ad Fountain of 
which I have endeavoured to trace back, to the ill Lives and 
Practice of Men; for thence it is the Miſchief begins, and 
there lies the rOOt of all our Diſtempers in Religion: which 
| 9 — if either we inftnd to remove, or would preſerve ht 
* remains iu its Integrity, tis there we muſe begin to work 
in our firſt applications. | | 
Notving is more ſure, than that if men would think and 
believe right in matters of Religion, they muſt endeaTour to 
live well, and that tbe beſt method to ſecure, er reform our 
Undecitandings rom Errour and Prejudice, is to purifie 
our Wills and Affections from Sin; For the further men go on 
make a Breach in their Conſciences and Manne rs, they 
ame ſtill in ſo much nearer danger of king Shipmrack. in 
eie Faith. I wiſh we bad not 00 lh Tuff ancer in thei pre- 
nt Times (and more, I believe, than 5 met Age has been 
infeſted with) of Men of wich Lives, TIF corrupt. Intedeſs; 
who fey that reaſon endeavour to give @ wrong tgp 10 all their 
Notions of Good and Evil; * by the „ Artifice. FEN 
niquity to confirm and harden them(c fiber 2 "Oxirhions. Tbeſe 
are the Men who arrive, by this mean, . at eh ef. of | 


0oftinacy , in time, that they are ablego fan bf againſt the 
* ef 


| 
"moſt force of Argument, that ec: 2 fe mind of: | 
Man ; And will go on to retain and. propaga 2 chicvons | | 
Diflrinty „ agai 15 the cleareſt Con victions am ed Know 3 
ledge . Reaſon and Religion ts rhe cc q Aud. a 
bow ; to Hupen even the Eloqueuce 4 FU Apgol hat ſhone 
2 \ 12 : : 


* 


— rr Moc > Sao 2 — 


tome nt any time to perſwade them againſt their on ſinful ty 

elinations. Theſe are the men of looſe and wicked Lives 

of: dark Deſigns and unrighteous Intereſts, who ſer they 
ſelves in direct oppsſition to the whote Scheme of our Religin Wl —— 
and the great Myſtery of Godlineſs ; and who,becauſe they g 
on ſo highly to affront Religion by their conſtant practice, endia 
Vour therefore thus to undermine it in its Principles, and are gla | 
zo ſee it run down in its Reputation. *Tzs the Intereſt of theſe 
men, they think,to bring dowsChriltianity to as low and cm 
temptible a pitch as may be, in order to keep themſelves up; thi 
better t9 purſue Their own, Deſigns, to pratifie their Luſts, and 


maintain their, Poſt and Character in the World. Tx 
Tis for theſe Reaſons, * [ume men rencunce the very Ar - 
ticles of their Faith, Veniire to bla{pheme God himſelf, ang ? 
our Bleſſed Saviour, to df! upon his Miracles, and to expoſ R 
and ridicule the Prieſthood, without which no Religion ev Mode; 
yet did, or cur can ſubſiſt. Aud is it not from hence likewiſe * 
becauſe men give up Conſcience to Intereit, and ſacrife i nume 
Ambition, Pride, r Covetouſneſs, that we fee them thu: wan 
run in 2 the corrupt Stream of the Times, de / ert and change firmg's 
their eld honeſt Principles, aud - contradict or null the Dit . 
crines of the Church, to which they have ſubſcrib d? An 779 


which Wi 1 # and g in their oud 1 en for ever, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Knavery «nd Malice of the men againſt them i 
and thougo al the Poweis of Earth or Hi compine 10 er- 
thiow them. *Tis for the fame reaſons that ſuch. men as theſe 
| have mention'd, are wink'd at, are ſupported, are encouraged 
| by others as bad as 1wers/elves ; and whoſe Intereſt they ſerve 

by. ſuch Proceedings. *Tis for theſe Reaſons, in this pro- 
phane and degenerate Age, in this perverſe and crooked 
Generation, 27 even io blaſpheme Chriſt. and bis Reli- 
gion (ol a. {ome n n mret with apptauſe, among ſt others 
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ron off With more Impunity, and lis ill Freatment ab their 
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poſit 
nd fin. 
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inder | 
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hands, than an Honft vian, for ſteddily dying his duty if bel 17 
hall happen at the [ame time to creſs theic Mens factiousWM'in-, 
Humour, or diſcountenance their reprobate Principles For 8 
whit 1 bawe more to ſay to theſe Men, I refer them to the fik Any 
lowins DLiſcourſe, and if any thing there tesd to tber HH 
Converizon, or Amendment, I ſhall bavemy reward in amd WR 
. PE | | . ' > brau- 
rink myfelf happy in the ſucceſs of my preſent Delign. ' ＋* 
1 für te 


. ONE JOHN 
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| g OR * 2 5 | 4 
endeg aft CARR ; 
TEIN 
re glad | & 2 e : l 
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g bY 
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* en lovid dar 
mx iu deeds were evil. 


the former parts of this Chopror:vns & | 

been diſcourſing with Nicodemi upan-tp 

damental points and articles pf o Reb 
eſign af advantages of the Goſp?The' 


{SJ 
woument at his very firſt entrance on it: How can ; 2 
t man be horn again, ſays he, and how can 4 Jed V. bas 

things le? Our Saviour however goes on wich Ni FORT, bs Pe 
lcourte to him on theſe Subjects, and about the oonq liſigu 2 #24 | 
ones and'afligns a reaſon, notgnly why this ruler of r: e Je. HH 

tl hard to.ſubmir his Faith to embrace the Goſpel, but rf f?, 


Hand Mit mould ever make fo little progreſs, and meet with fuch con 
hem |W''Pofition from the World; and that was indeed be-aule of the Its? 


nd finful inclinations of men, which Would Le [ure to ſtand nd. 


* f 1 . # 7 X 

theſe Me head egainſt It as an enemy) that came to give them cues oF" 
=p & £ . a ; ' Pug 
Wuier 5 tho” tis certain *twas defign'd by the mercy of God, a5 N 


ei 


hrereign and utmoſt remedy for the corruptious of mens nature An 
e miſe ies of their condition. But whatever the Goſpel mighs be / 
In It lelf, or whatever deſign it eame about, yet as lonpeas men werk 
cer this fatal ſumber from their ſins, they would not care to b 
abend our of it, and would either Lug) away their heads, or * 
&vcur to remove at a diſtance from them, any light of. truth, hat- 
wuld come to break in upon, and moleſt them under the preſent : ſy," 


. 


mo evi! polture of their fouls, Men lov'd darkneſs rather than lag ht, 


Ol he ri 

their 
if bel 
tious 
— For 


4 


Rene their deeds were evil. > 
by darkneſs in theſe words we are not to underſtand mere ig no- 

mee, but error likewiſe 3 not only a bare fprivation or abſence of 

% and knowledge, but the preſence of it's contrary fal/bood : indeed 


e fol. ching that ſtands in oppoſition to light, that wholſame Jhetgpoor _ 
their er which the doctrine of our B. Syviour and his Goſpel arèghere 
Frelented. | 0 7 | 


1,and The deſign and ſenſe of theſe words of my text may be very well 
mWwn into, and compris'd under this one ealy propchiuion, which 
Ml therefore be the Subject of my following diſcourſe, hamelf, Thas 
Ms tealqu of that reluctance men have, and that e ſ q nee they make 

4% e 25 ¹¹ 


IN 


6 AS ERM ON Preach tefore 


againſt the laws and doctrines of Chriſtianity is from theit own viei. 
ous luſts and inclinat ions, which would either keep them in utter ig- 
norance of their faith and duty, or diſpoſe them, if that might not 
be done, to corrupt and pervert the doctrines of the Goſpel in order 
tq render them more compliant and leſs offznfive to their looſe and 
Gal practi es. 8 
In the purſuit of this doctrine I ſhall in the F. plaee endeavour to 
lay before you the reaſons whence it comes to paſs that men are thus! 
in love with darkneſs that they will either not ſee the rule of their 
duty, or willendeav2>ur to pervert the right ſene of at, to bend it to 
a more eaſy complyance with heir luſts ; and thus our Saviour informs! 
us, men love darkneſs becauſs their deeds are evil. | 
Secondly, | will confider how many ways men thus expreſs their 
love to darkneſs, and by waat methods they proceed thus to deceive 
and mille:d themſelves in ine great concernments of Religion, 
And Firſt, my delign is to repreſent. the reaſons, whence it comes 
to pals, chat mens fins, their luſts and vicious habits are apt ſo fat toff 
darken and abuſe their minds, that they either chuſe not to ſee theirf 
duty, apply themſelves to confound and corrupt the truth, in er 
der to make it more eaſily comport with their evil inelinatiens. Taff 
which one productive principle, I may be bold to ſay, almoſt all the 
poiſonous opinions and herelies, that either in the former ages of tha 
Church, or in that later days have ſtruck at the foundation and puri 
ty of the Chriſtian faith, do owe their riſe and Original, Ti frond 
the lives and practice of men that generally thoſe filzÞy Steam ariſe 
which thus cloud and overcaſt their underitandings, and give {al 
range a turn and determination to their very thoughts; ſo far, tha 
if we obſerve what courſe and train of actions a man has for lom 
competent time purſued, we may give more than a guels to what 
opinions he leans, and how he ſtands affected as te the notions of hi 
duty, Ine firit acts indeed and beginning of any habit rake their ril 
and model from the thoughts ; but when the courle of action 0! þ 
comes to be fix d, and attended with delight and pleaſure, then it be 
ins to act by a backward influence upon the thoughts themſelves, an 
10 fix or change them according to the preſent ream of habitual wi 
clination: = come tot hinł in time as they wiſh, they wilh accordg 
ing to their! inclinations, they derive their inclinations from mord 
habits, and theſe are produced by a frequency of ating any way, wie 
ther good of evil, But I ſhall now ſet my ſelf more immediately 1 
ſhew what influence and tendency a corrupt and vicious practice has tf 
Incline men eicher ta rejedt or oppoſe the true Religion, nd for wi | 
reaſons. | | 3 
Firſt, becauſe the 1ight of truth would diſcover to an ill man i 
baſenels and deformity of fin and vice, and make him a 7erreur i 
$wnfelf, by repreſenting kim ia his trus colours, under all the col 
ruptions'and fiithineſs of his preſent ſtare ; and this be deſires not to f 
Secondly, would convince him of the great danger of his prev 
courſe, and by cenſequence 7 the neceſſity of reformang it, hie 
cannot be done, he imagines, without great trouble, and there: | 
deſires not to think of it. | 
Daly, it would take off the edge of bis reliſh, and abate bar ö 


F Fo Fat fe A 
And Firſt, the light of truth wo pee him truly to himſelf, 


u 
which would be a terrible ſight indeed, and therefore all poſſible care 


wn vici. 
Utter ig- 


ight not muſt be taken that ſo troublefome a pueſt be not admitted. There- 
in order bre tis, our Saviour tells us in the words immediate- 
ooſe and after my Text, hat be bates the light, neither Joh. 3. 20. 


comet to the ligbt, he dares not approach it left his * . 
PE, 


avour to bd ou reprov'd, and made appear to be really what they 
are thus For there is indeed fo much modeſty {till left even in the moſ} corrupr 
of their 2nd deprav'd natures, from 1 
end it to big within the conſciences of mee 
r informgf 


eſs their noro:s and rumultuous way of life, and by the advantage of his git 
deceive wird fate and fortune make a ſhift to get above the opinia ns of af 
n. men, and perhaps boaſt and vaunt himſelf openly that hg/C 

it comes =/ and lo far a while drown and ſilence the reflectioiis 

lo far to miud, in the height and hurry of his paſſion. But upan the 8 

lee their caſion, in the calm and cool of the day, his thoughts of isswWw evil 

u in er coings then return upon him with a redoubled force, fil Rim witfRa 
ns. Toll filent confufon, and ſmite him with leer IIe 

t all the „. And after he has been a long time Tetouriu? with: hitfng, and” 
of thei at laſt brought forth his iniquity, after all his pains and Am evil, Y 

nd puri WT if preſently tufns and farts at his own prodygion rt} would, wi wig. 

E fro WJ 7 diſown it, and fly from it, and even from himſelf, fro th rebil 68 

ms ariſeſ and cenſures of his own mind. And therefore hen rhe convictions 

give 198 of religion and conſcience come thus to peels him hard, he & by | 
ir, that 21! means to ſtr augle his reaſon and thought and to overwhelm ql o 4 | 
or one reflection that meer him, in any fooliſh or abſurd diverſion ha- bad“ 
o what loever, that will any way promiſe to ſooth his Wi vr litipity His pre- 

s of hi kent lenle of it. Which is a very ſtrgng and canvingmg aggument, by - 
ei rial the way, that the diſtinctions of vice and vertug azeAatd'a\ rear. deal 

on oc deeper than in the mere opinions of men., aud hst E OY 

n it Del they do not according to a late fort of wild pg, Hobbes. *.) 
An depend vpon the arbitrary cuſtoms and conſttt yrv6n$- F. 7 5 e 

11 MM 1nkin4, but that the ground of our pere iis J difference 
accord between them, is interwaven in our natuſę, Aud FWι¹ãꝗ1 inig pit xe- 
frame and conſtitution of our being. Finns H appear if from 

„ he 1:2 other ar gument, yet ſufficiently from hene? Jammer wonderful 
wy MM £7ccaleneſs that actions of piet and ve Se FRVSH i% Let feule 

' has tf and relith of mens minds, and the Gilagreeab}zapt9 Dp. rhe-comaary, 
ung and the utter abhorrence that our natiire carte it. to in and Nice: 
55 F lo far, that a man' cannot, by all his artif F, on vet oughts, 
OY 014 Or overcome the ſhame and upbraidings of Reer , 4 na c 

WW #it:nd a looſe and wicked courſe of life. Upon tis tu therefore 


1e coll | Od 2 
* a ſlate of fin muſt ever be an irreconcileably enemy»: the Knowledge 


— of God's will and law, in as nrtich as this woilld bring bs he Knner 
ich to his ſhame} intq clear and open light, and leave i}! dend and 
ö loathſome ifhis on eyes, And therefore A thug enceavours ro ſurf 
17 | illingly Az ud N. of the ryls of his 
| them as faſt®ag he can, and i willingly Agnoomt.ot che rn „his 
te U e ene, 
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| — 8 : on ITOKEN, or tho? * 
may have learnt by the deceitfulneſs of fin, to pals a cheat upon: 
world about him, who cannot fee his thoughts, nor look into the rot 
zenneſs of his heart, yer when the ſcourge of God's law ſounds in hit 
ears, and the book of life lies open to the view of his mind, he wen 
bles in ſecret, and deres not behold, and therefore leeks to draw a veil 
of 1,nor nice of error before his eyes, that he may not be forc'd th 
conde un himlelf, ro his own confuſion, And by. this means, tho! 
againſt his will, ne gives the ſtrongeſt evidence and teſtimony to the 
word of God, that can be, which yet he refuſes to ac. 
Heb, J. Iz. ki wledg: : by his own behaviour he proves it to be 
Fuck and powerful, and ſharper than any two edged 
ſword, piercing even to the lividing aſunder the ſoul and ſpirit, the 
Joynrs mud marrow and that ti a diſcerner of the thouzhts and intent 
of the beart. Aud if he would but look {ufficiently into it, he is too 
fer: it would prefent him with a fight too terrible for him to be- 
hold, of al his baſe and treacherous dealings with the great God and 
Author of his being, and beſt Bencfactour of his life : ?Twould bring 
to his remeubrame from what he is fallen; that he has ſtaind and 
poliuted the dignity of his nature, and ſunk himſelf into a conditi- 
on worle thin of B= ; and force him to lament and bewail him- 
teif in the duſt. *Twould ferrch and try his heart to the bottom, and 
leave no coriuer of corruption in It undiſcried, It woulè rip up\all 
| his baſe«ceſtgns, and unmask his hypoeri:ical Pre- 
Acts g. 18. tetices, and make the thick ſcales of ſpiritual bling- 
neſs crop from off his Eyes, that he might ſee his 
own vilencſs and miſery, with 2 clear and uninterrupted view, And 
ſuch thoughts and ſuch à view as this he cinnot bear, becauſe 
"Two! nk his courage to the ground, and put him into utter 
difgrace with, and deteitation of himſelf for ever. This, this would 
be the c ſe of every grievous ſinner, could he come to a right ſenſe 
of his condition. And becauſe it would be ſo, and he kuſpects it would, 
on that accunt he {ov carefully avoids the Jig, or, which comes to 
the ſame, endeavours to quench. and ſtifle . lis for this reaſon that 
the Apaftle brands the ſinful actions of men under the 
dh title of works of darkneſs,not only becauſe dark- 
neſs 18 moſt properly the principle from whence they 
flow, inaſmuch as all fit whatioever proceeds from a preſent blindneſs 
and inacveitency of mind; bur upon this account more eſpecially, 
becauts darkneſs is the projer Regihn and covering under which ſuch 


4 


Epheſ. 5.1 


works would, if it weile pollible, lie conce i'd forever, and even 


elape the eyes and thoughts of thoſe that do them. So far then is 
a fu ful life a friend ro darkneſs, in that Jig hr is the greateſt enemy 
It Can have, making all its tors of pollution appear, and refleting 
the weneit diſhanour and reproꝛch upon it. 

But then focorifly, the Iich of divine truth, the principles of re- 
Dion and conſcience, would convince a wicked man likewiſe of the 
ihümte danger of his pretent courſe, and by confequence of the ne- 
ceſſi:y of retoriniag it; and this cannor be done, he thinks, witk⸗ 
Our great trod de, and therefore deſires not to be diſturb'd about 
t. Whit, on would tninr, ſhould be a ſlrong and powerful ar- 
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ment on the contrary, that becauſe he at? leaſt ſuſpects himſelf 
Io much danger, he ſhoul] therefore be the more con ern'd be- 
+ itis too late, to look out for che means of its prevention. But 
z not to expect that a man enſlav'd under the power and do- 


* 
U 


rem on of fin ſhould act raaſônably in any matters, that relate to his 
veil al condition. Habits of fin and vice do, both by a natural and 
| t95 


Wicial „ lo blind and inFatuate the minds of men, that 


tho co perfectly the reverſe to the pri: ciples of reaſon and nature, 
the nabe the neareſt method to their uin, white they think they are 
d ae. eing moſt for their own, ſecurtty, 'Tis impollible otherwiſe 
o bela man of common underſtanding, and in whom the principle of 
gel 1re/er nation is not quite extinct, ſhonld chuſe, only for his pre- 


„ the 
Tents 
8 t00 
o be- 
d and 
bring 


it eaſe, not to apprehend a danger, which, unleſs he goes, is a 
e after irrecoverable, the fad conſequence pf which he mult feel 
rue for ever, But when we gogon to confider the matter a little 
e nearly, we ſhall find Seen 

dire men in a matter of ſuch infinite conſequence, lies; and what 
that thus betrays them to their ruin. 


IM 
and Mrs sade fatal Snare of Sinners, the ſecret grin ad tem 
diti- i bel, and retains them in darkneſs, the 1trong 

him- 


„ and er once come to look throughly into the buſi- | 
Wall WK: of Religion, into the puniſhments and terrours it denounces to 

te- lience, they ſhall zber be no longer able to hold up their Fa 
blind- Go juſtifv their practices with any courage; of with any appeat- 
e his ef reaſon, be able to account to themlelves for their own pro- 


And . Aid that every /in they commit after a thorough convicti- 
xcaule their danger, will be an eterual#l5t pon the reputation: of 
utter n, an! De conflantly checking angapbraiding them with 


would WR: oc: deſperate madneſg and folly. And this obliges the ſin- 
t lenſe in purſuance of his fecret and least xeſalutizn, not to change 
would, urle of his life, to look as little into Me rules 2nd doctrines of 


mes to gon, and to be as little mninted with the anguments and 
N that Wert 1tioms of another World, as miy I For, under the Force 


er the 
 darks 
e they 


5 4 2 i J 3 22 22 * S 717 3 by * 2 1 3 
rer Ot luch convict ions, there 18 i153 Wr lt to eſcape rne 


bie al; * * 45 7 ' * 7 * al. ESD A ” 
nis reaſon, but by entering upon new relghtions, and taking 


ndnels once, and changing the whole ccurſe and iendur of his pra- 
cially, a gut this, he concludes, 13-attenced virh ſa 
h luce itculty 5 there are [9 any Lions of milierir Prev. 26. 13. 
even dd ealtſy inclinations to Le encounter'd with } 
then 15 777 cf his duty, that he can hever expett to be 2 markh for, 
TORY 1) LyErcome them; and therefore chu.es to ly Cownu gamety 
leling bfrelent pollutions, and that he may do fo guietiy, turys bil 
le wall, from ſeeing the heavy Jud nt that ee 
of re- 1h he is infinitely fealhus will h. hold of him In a- 
{ the World. This is the fatal inf in; that it robbs 4 
he ne- a of ins. virtue and innocz ids, and en Nt keebles all the 
"= 4 Jr his S ul, and G! It; d 1/194 Az uniens bf erer. 
3 25 Menver and [Dew your, ſe des men, hin - 
ul job wt 0 je Trauſgreſſor: ! Where is d ITaiah 45. N 
men: heile of Spirit and reichu: 10! 


'tis this firange power of ſin, to 


» * 4 . Ke * * * m—_— — a 5 r 4 3 ii a6 E 
£11725 Of his OWN thoughts, the conttant an! 1 1 4 reproach- 


ion that lies at the bottom of their hearts, that Job 18. 1 1 


.* 


has put within your breafls! àwake from es deadly Uumberr 
; from the dead, and Chriſt all give you light. A l. 

Eph. 5. 14. of that light from Heaven ſtruck upon the Soul, wi 
pierce it through; will rouſe and © quicken a M 

even under this ſenſeleſs benumn'd condition of his ſpiritual 


ſtate. 
Another great hindrance of mens enquiries into the matters 
| Relizion is, Thirdly, this, that a quick and lively ſenſe of thi 


things, of the powers and arguments of another Vorid, would t; 
off the edge of their reliſh, and abate the vigour of their incling 
on to what they only value, the preſent unlawful pleaſures and 
tereſts of this life; and theſe they cannot endure to think of part 
with, And ſo far theſe men are certainly in the right, that a 
knowledge of, and a thorow acquaintance with their duty, wo 
effectually cool and allay that diſtemper'd heat of their defices, w 
which they puriuethe ſinful enjoy ments and pleaſures of this Wor 
for this is indeed their diſeaſe, and Religion is defign'd on pur 
to remove it. But then this ſurely ought to be no objection ag 
themſelves; for why are they better inform'd, as they might bs 
a little care, of the pleaſures that are to be had in exchange, in 
way of their duty, of an infinitely more refin'd and excellent na 
than thoſe of ſenſe, And therefore to Sick and cleavs ſo eager! 
theſe, to the prejudice, or forfeiture of thoſe that are ſo far 
gelirable, is the greateſt inſtanee of weakneſs and making a fe 
bargain, that can be, which yet thele men are ſo much afraid o 
ing cenlur'd for. 
Lis as if a man ſhould be fond of a feaver, and not care to 
with, it, becauſe it gives a ſet and quick reliſh to bis pri 
dfaugh:: when thoſe that ſtand by, and know the pleaſure 
health, would only take ſuch a man to be ſo much farther go 
=" his phrenly, and therefore conclude that he ſtood in need of a 
Immmediate care, and preſent remedy. 8 
But whatever religious men may think, or wiſe men may ar 
the pleaſures of another world, yet when the guſt and reliſh of 
minds comes once to be deeply deprav'd by a long train and 
of ſinful enjoyments, nothing that can be ſaid will ever come 
or tonch the heart of ſuch a ſenſnaliſt; all the inchnations 0 
Soul draw one way, and nothing fhall find admittance t 
thoughts, but what comes to gratify him in his own ſenſe, and 
him advice how to ſatisfy his preſent worldly luſts and inte 
His daſires run all grofs and dreggy, and he has no more appie 
en of, or affection for any other goods, but thole that lie veto 
leufes, than a Blind man has of colours, or any other ſenſe 
object that is unproportion'd to it by nature. 5 eit 
Now allowing this Man's principles, that there is nothing n ab 
J for a man indeed than to eat and drink, and ty And ; 
| Eccie:. 8. 15. bis Sony enjoy lenſual pleaſure, he is Certainly bkneſ; 
| : in the tight in his concluſion, that the reitr ace of 
Religion would only breed diſturbance to him, and therefore | 
i do bs aliow'd acce(s, becauſe they would pretend to confine and 
þ the man in the purtuir of what he thinks his ſupreme 80 
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I a yr =. pappineſf ; but therein lies His deſperate and irrecoverable mi- 
en a M ple. hy | 


pdigion commands a man, in Po of a bliſs at preſent invi- 
to lubdue and Kill his worldly luſts, and to tear the deareſt 
hof affection from his heart, whenever they come to be in- 
ident with his duty ; to pluck ont a rig lt eye, 

in cut off a rig bt hand, and to mortlfy all our Matt. 5. 29. 
wers un earth, and to cleanſe our ſelves from Colol. 3. 5. 


lehne /s both of Jeſb and ſpirit, in expectation 2 Cor, 7.1. 


iritual 
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f . * 
and 20 dependence uon promiſes hereafter, which 


1] have no complet ion in this world. And can ſuch arguments as 
oe take hold of a man whoſe mind is entirely earthly and ſenſu- 
is impoſſible they ever can in his preſent ſtate; and leſt perhaps 
g ould bereafter, he is reſolv'd to keep them off at a diſtangs ; 
m his thoughts, and to give the powers of the | 


dey FU. „ come no advantage upon him, by a nearef Heb. 6. 5. 

bes werlatien within the reach/of hi influence ;. 5 . 
"© Wh they come to robb him of his preſegzagatisfactiom, and he 
ge, utter knows, nor deſires to be acquai any better. This 


llent na 
eager] 
0 far 
ng a fe 
afraid 0 


the true ſtate of the caſe, and thel; mehtion'd are the rea- 
w, that, to their own infinite unhappineſs, keep off ill men fron 
xquaintance With thoſe things, which it moſt of ll concerns 
km to know and conſider 7 the great truths of Religion, and 
fir own indiſpenſible obligat fans to obey them. I have almoſt on- 

nent ion'd thele things, it nt being fo agreeable to my preſent 


cate CO ment to ſtand long to expoſe the abſurdity ef them ; and the 


mm bis ſo very clear and evident upon the ſlighteſt reflection, that there 
0 Aue need of ſo doing. 4 3 98 
F 1055 [now proceed in the ſecond place, to ſhew aftef what manner, and 


what inſtances more eſpecially men expreſs their love to darkneſs, 
ich our Saviour here fo ſeverely charges them with, in my Text, 


nay 3 by what methods they proceed to deceive and abule themſelves 


reliſh of 


zue great concernments ofs Religion: and theſe in general (to 
s . nich the reſt may be reduc'd) are two, 4 
clo 0 fut, By keeping themſelves under a groſs and affeted ig norauce 


the docttjnes, and obligations of Chriſtiinity; ur, 


| t . | E 
2 Kondly, By a corrupt and perverſe interpretation Of them, and 
ſe and! 4 * 5 3 * . is . , 1 2 

* in Alappointing them in their main deſign, the ttormtion of cheir 


ks, And thus latter I call errour i 
ch is the mere abſence and privat ic 
nminat ion iu the mind, one way or 
mung; but errour is a great deal re, and implies lomething of 
ative nature, to wit, wrong reſoldtions of judgment and opi- 
Wn about thoſe things that are the ſubject of our thoughts. 

And Firft, Men expreſs what our Saviour here ſtyles their love of 
Pines, by keeping themſelves under a groſs ande voluntary igno- 
ce of the affairs of Religion : Which by ſad experience we may 
KOnvinc'd *tis poſſible for men to do, even in a Chriitian Commu- 
uy, where yet the doctrines of Religion are, perpetually prels'd 
Winculcated, and where even, as the Prophez ex- = 

ſeelſez it, the whole land is filled with the knowledge aiat II, 9. 


conmradiciion to 22norance, 
n of truth, and {uppoles.no.de- 
ze Other, cither for, or againſt 
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1z A SERMON Preachd before 
of rhe Lord as the waters cover. the Sea; where inſtruction aboun 
and where wiſdom and underſtanding, in the language of the I 
man, utter their doice in the treats, and meet a m 
Prov. I. 20. 21. almoſt at every corner, in the chief places of 6 
courſe, and in the open ing of the Cates: yet ey 

under all theſe great and numerous e of  knowleag 
how many men paſs on their whole lives under a ſupine negliten 
of Spirit, withont ever coming to a true information of eln 
and their duty] I don't {peak this only of the poor labonting il 
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rerate part of mankind, who are diverted and harraſs'd by t 
neceſſities of life, and -unqualified by the dulnels and flewn 
of apprehenfion, to arrive at any great perfection of knowledge 
But even ſome men of refin'd parts and curious reflection in oth 

| 
matters, yet when you enter with them upon a diſcourſe of Re 
gion, they betray ſuch an inadvertence, ſuch an unapprebenſon 
Son}, even in the plain truths and doctrines of Chriſtianity, that 
man would ſtand ſurpriz'd, and hardly think fo great an ignoran 
under ſuch happy opportunities poſſible in nature, if he did not fi 
it true in fact. And what ſhould be the reaſon of this? But th 
theſe men have entertain'd ſome ſecret laſt, or vicious inclinatio 
which turns away theif minds from beholding the trath, and bil 
knowledge from their eyes. And then. let a man's parts and facult 
be what they will, if he will nor refte#- and conſider, there. is 
remedy, he mult continue ignoiant 3: eipecially in matters of R: 
gion, that relate almoſt purely to- another world, and lie ſo qu 
crols to the main deſigns and intereſts of zhis. In thefe thing 
that concern our fpiritual eſtate, „ there is more than ordin 
ry attention requir'd to give a man a true ſenſe and apprehenhonf 
hein, Even under the ſame and equal advantages. Becauſe the min 
of the $2nerality of men lie under great moral indiſpoſitions, al 
have need to be throughly awaken'd, and are perpetually apt 
fart and fly off from conſiderations of- a nature fo little grateful 
rheir prelent ſenſe ; ſo that, before mens minds will be duly pt 
par'd for the reception of theſe things, and beca! 
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Ila. xt, 3. of quick underſtanding in the fe of the Lord, 0 

3 the Prophet Jaiab ſty les it, there are a great mal 3 
preparations neceſſary; a great many prejudices to be remov 9,3 77 
miltakes and falſe views in the notion of good and happinels ,, 1 
rect ify'd, and men are to be deliver'd from under the wrong byals "* 
their falle and vicious intereits, and to be at leaſt under an ind 4 
reney in ofcer to their receiving benefit from inſtrüctions of t! * 
nature. And becauſe moſt men will not be at the pains with thet ©. 
ſelves, to bring their minds to this frame and temper I have mn! 
tion d, there lies the unhappy ground of that darkneſs and Bug 
rance of their duty, the ſaef3:4s of which diſcover themſelves ., 
much in their practice, and the ill conduct of their lives. 3 

The Second lep men take dd wrap themſelves in darkamneſs, 3 72 
to be fecure from the uneaſy convictions of lig bt and truth uu, A 
Hutu ſtate of life, is by a corrupt and perverſe interpretato” ol. „. 
the doZrines and principles of Religion, by this means to break f If 


* 
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Force. ahd d Cipretnt the man deſign of Religion, the reformal 
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the Unverfity of OXFORD. 13 
f their lives, And this is their great fin of errour, as the for- 
was of ig norance, but both ariſe from the fame © | 
| principle, the fame root of bitternhſt in their Heb. 12. 15. 
m/, both proceed with the ſame deſign antes. 

mine in the ſame miſerable event, which is to fin on without di- 
dance or moleſtation. IIl Men contrive to throw dirt upon the 
mt of holinefs, to ſtain and fully Religion by a perverſe handling 
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1 35 fit, lo as to bring it to their own himour, and to an aſpect favour- 
Mts, de on their own ill practiees. And that no part of it may eſcape 
1 by . pollution of their hancs, they endeavour t0 blacken. and traduce 
en tf its capacities, it's precepts of life, and it's dodrines of 
edge Ang Firſt, it's precepts they endeavour to evacute by ir 
in ol. d e 
of Rede, that they direct us far alove our ſtrengtH, above all the | 
enſon mon, and all aſſiſtances of humane nature. That in the ſenſe a 


generally axe, and, as we ſay, ought to be underſtood, they are 
ard ſayings, that no man is able to ſupport the weight and bur- 
jof them; That to comply with them in a ſtrict and rigoros 
e would be to renounce all the pleaſures and comfort of living, 


4' 0 tha £ 
12noran 


1 not fig 


Butt | | : 

Fonds, lo be at 4 Continual conteſt and 1irnggle with our felves ; that 
and pe Nature never put ſuch ſtrong inclinations into our Souls on- 
1 eu nck and torture vs, by a violent feitraint and continement of 


, and. therefore that theſe ſtrong natural, ant hey fry, and, as 


wy IJ ne ſure, vicious propenſines, are plain indications that rhe God 
« ſo oullil author of nature intended we fhould gratify them to the full; i 
fo thing alequently, to aſlert that God Almighty has bound up our li- | 
1 , from what he has given us ſuch eager and paſſionate defires 
henfon RE” 15 £2 reprelent him as a cruel and hard maſter, that intends only 


wet us, and ſport himſelf in the n4ſery of his creatures, Such, 


the min. - ; | f | | 
els are the vain apoiogies that men of looſe and profligate lives ; 


17 0 10 hide an palliate their vices. And are not all theſe fo ö 
orateful n calumnies upch Rel ion, and the Holy word of God? What 
duly pt Were to De found in the whe rule of our duty, which it would 
nd becol the beauty and perfection of our nature to oblerve ? Does the 
e Lord, fu God demandany thing of us above our natural itrengrh, 


eat mad he takes care by his Holy Spirit to provide us with a princ i- 
nov's, a mie than equal to any diſſiculty we. meet 

0 4 ke . — * 
: L 3 1902 27 * , , ö , » 
inels to ä te 7 18 77 you 18 greater than he that is in the 1 John 4. 4. 


ng byals s the Hlelled Apoſtle. Nor does God forbid us any 
an indi” uch ir would not really be our hurt to enjoy 3 and what 
ns of H of £4215 nature for his lake he makes us infinitely more 
vith the s for, in the peace and ſatisfactim of our own conſcjen- 


in thole 79 %, and bliſsful reflections, Nhat by our obedience we 


have me Cs. : + cy . | 
And ig Mitled to his favour, Which is above Ml pleaſures, even better 
eit lelt. So that theſe refiections upon Religion, as it is the 


emlelves Wl. — b ö 2 
noir practice, appear from hence to be mere impudent iſlanders, 


knneſe, Wa [urgeſtions of a corrupt and ndughty hear, and the ſad © 

ruth, un chat contequences of an [ag and ſinful life; As I could 
Dew wm, ; 

reration WT! e more at farge, were it fo immediately to my prelent pur- 

3 break t meh is not fo mech at this tim td diſprove, as ro repreſent 


pan the fall accounts theſe men givk, of our Religion, and 
teens; aud by which they impoſe) upon themlelves, and 
"7. corrupt 


reformat! 


» , W | | 7 „ | 
55 corrupt others, in theſe their wicked blaſphemje, 
Plal. 73. 8. ralking againſt the moſt high God; the main and; 
5 ginal deſign of which, is to ſereen themſelves fe 
the guilty reflections of their own conſciences, and the juft repr 
ches of the world for living as they do. For, if they can but o 
perſwade themſelves and others ef the truth of theſe Jooſe and At 
 aſtical cavillings ar Religion, the main difficulty, they know, is 
ver, and the great objection againſt a wicked and ſenſual life 
ſwer'd, eee of its foree: Becauſe then the compari 
between their life and the rule of it will be lels odious, the 
they can bend and ply that rule to their own vicious humour and 
oO = tereits: According to the grave advice of that 
Card, PaNa- mous Cardinal, whoſe holy Counſel it was, thaf 
_ vicino, Hiſt, mens lives could not come up to the ſtrictneſs of 
| | Concil, Tri» ligion, therefore they muſt try to bring down Re 
dent, gion to their lives: in which aſſertion af his, I 
. : {ay he gave a true account of his own Religion, 
{poke the real ſenſe and aim of all looſe, profiigate, Atheiſtical 
hg: like himſelf. + p 
But men of this ſtamp and character are not ſatisfied only tow 
and pervert Religion and the Holy Scriptures, as they ſtand the 
of our practical duty, and we hope ever will do ſo, notwithitan 
the wicked attempts of theſe wretches to the contrary ; But the 
_-#:eles of dur Holy Faith too muſt, ſuſfer a diminution by their n 
| e multi be ſcann'd by the partial enquiries of thele 
| Iſaiah 30. 28. and fifte# with their ſieve of vinity ; and the in 
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3 3 knowledge and'wiſdem of God himielf mult ne 

| allow'd to underitand and reveal any thing, but what the ſcanty WW"! 
| of Man, even the blind, ptejudic'd, benighted- underitandin in 
i theſe ſinners againſt their own ſouls, may be able to compre ike 
Ourfai:h muit be made out upon principles of human Nea“ 
| | they won't accept of it. Nothing muſt be admitted in Reg 
| that is not of a level to the natural, that is (as the caſe now Neg 


and as we know) the depraved leuſe of Mankind. All myſteries 
| be diſcarded us impoſitions upon bumane underftanding; Theig 
are the great reſcuers ind diliverers of the world from error and 
judice, from the cruel yoke and tyranny of faith, into the lp 
liberty of nature, and .the benefits of a reaſonable ſervice, 
muſt have a Religion that is eaſy, and more ſuitable to men's 
nations, that is, their vices ; not one like ours, that is ſlit 2 
len and inflexible, bound upon us by the Nrongeſt, and on one 
the moſt terrible tanctions ; but they muſt have a religion in 
more compliant, and manageable upon fir occations, and one 
when men have a mind to give themſelves a licence in their pt 
will admit of a looſe in its interpretation; Theſe are the impio 
mands of theſe Man, their vain pretences, and the dangerou 
they aim at, in ſpreading their poiſonotts infections. And is n 
of any real defign, though even of miſtaken charity to wankind 
theſe men pretend to ſet up for the great Doctors and Maſters 
. themſelves, and come to tet others free from the uſurpat ion of 
«nd conſcience, as they love to ſpeak ? Is it not for their o 
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nain ang ends and intereſt, for peace and ſecurity in their own bet, 
felons ble vices, that they endeavour thus to undermine our faiff ? © if 
juft rep it not to entrench and fortify themſelves ins thoſe fins, which 
an but ofthe) ars ſecretly determin'd not to laave? They now that eve- 

le and An 411icle of our Faxh is à ſtanding preigſtation againſt them, 

know, is long as it prevails in the true Catholick lenfe of it, and 
Cual life WM vill be an eternal reproach and rebuke upon their wicked and im- 
» compariMWſzious lives. But if they could be only alow'd to debaſe and alloy 
4, the oor foith, by taking it in their own ſenſe, which they pretend is the 


ly reaſonable one, their main buſineſs would be done, and the truths 
ind myſteries of Religion render'd as tame and quiet, and paſſive, and 
nefectual as they could wiſh, quite drain'd and diſpirited of all their 
cient ſtrength and vertue, and utterly deſpoil'd of all rhoſe power- 


Mour and 
e of that 
as, that . 
ctneſs of 


Jown Rel il motives; by which now, 7hanks be to God, they infarcs obedience 
af his, In the /ives of men, with ſo much aws and- authority upon the 
Leligion, wuſcience. I ſhall only give an inſtance of this, iu one Article of our 
eiſtical eth, that great and fundamental one of the Divinity of the Son of 
CG; The denyal, or erroneous 0g of which fakes the very 
only to une of our Religion, and draws after it almoſt the ruin of the whole 
ſtand then practice. For by diſawning Chriſt to be the natural and only. 
withitanW/:79:ten Sen of the Father, we extreme] ſink and duniniſh the price 
But the value of his ſufferiugs for fin, and this will tend to give us the 
y their FJ" 2b horrence of Evil, and we ſhall be with leſs difficulty reconcil'd 
of theſe WJ" it in our practice, when we conſider it was bought eff at fo eaſy a 
id the ini chaſe. Whereas a right belief in this matter caſts rhe blackelt odium 
* muſt nd reflect ion upon fin that can ba, and repreſents it as the extremeſt 
e ſcanty ail; the guilt of which ne leſs than the blood of the Son of Gee 
.r{tanding "ef could expiate, And then to ſuppoſe our Saviour a mere man 
compre ike our ſelves, would be very much to weaken the awe and authori- 
in Nea of his Laws, and this would be a chill and damp upon our obedi- 
| in Rel tre. Beſides we ſhould by this error diſarm our Judge, in a great 
ſe now mainre, of that terror and vengeance with which now 


myſteries 


ve believe him cloath'd; and which we are ſure is in- Ifai. 59.17. 
3; Theſc | 


| © are 
ute; the fry conſequences of which we cannot 


error ane to eſcape without a careful obedience to his, Laws, And how 
o the (pl ud we think that a man only equal in nature to our ſelves ſhould . - 
ervice, live that power and intereſt in the Court of Heaven, as we are told 
o men's Saviour has? And to make a queſitzon of this, would be to leſſen 


3 ſtiff am" dependence upon his interceſſion, and very much abate our lively 


1 on one WM *1-8zrfon of rewards and bleffings from his hands; which are ſome 
ion e the main ſews of our obedience, as well as the chiefeſt inſtances 
ind on? WF" it. 'T were eaſy to purſue this argument farther, and to ſhew how 
their Y bolds proportionably true in all other Articles of our. moſt Haly 
he imp , 2 right underſtanding of, and aſſent to which afford the main 


angerouil ung and encouragement to a Holy Life, and give the greatelt diſ- 
And is Uinenance and terror to ang! one that can bay This, I think, is 
mankind flain account of that deſpente malice, that the ehemies of Vertue 
Toa, gion entertain, and expreſs againſt the doctrines and myſteries 
ion oO © Chriſtianity, Who becauſe they can't be quite ignorant of theſe 


ings, they meet with them ſo often, and are encountred with their 
denke at every turn, ey therefore take another way fo pr 
| them, 


their o 
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them, ee apd invalidate their force, by blending und allah 
the light of theſe Heayenly Truths with their own" evil ops 
thus to caſt a veil of darkneſs both over: the truth and themes 
order to excuſe, or palliate heit own-cortuptions..7 "> 4 
And thus I have endeavour'd to ſnhew that a man's ins and 
will make him either oppoſe his Religion, ot turn a Y e 
5 it: And what do all theſe men do in effec wan 
Mar. g. 25, Ce. with gur Bleſſed Saviour, as that fob p 
725 Goſpel did, when his power prov'd derade the 
Swine that periſhed in the waters? whenever Chriſt comes i 
of theſe ſigners, either by his word, or by his Miniſters, ang 
remove and curz their brutiſn inclinations as he makes his 
ches towards them, they go out to meet Him, as that people guns 
to conduct him in, but to prevent and flo hi 
Mat. 8. 28. progreſs, and, like them alſo, When then ſer bin 
dieſire bim that he would depart out of their c 

Job 21. 14 with the prophane liberrine in 0h they ſay 
* ©, depart front us, for we defire not the knowledge 
ways. From which ſo grievous fin of rheſe:rmen, and the 
conſequences of it, the removal and deferiiop of God's Grace wlll 
Spirit in this World, and an aterpat baniſnment from his gh 1 
preſence in the World to come, Godtof. his infinite Mercy delives 
all, for Jeſs Chriſt his ſake, to Whom Mith the Father and tha 
ſed Spirit, be rendred all praiſe, honour aud glory, might, maja 
dominion, througbout all Churches uf. obe Saants, now and foro 
Amen. Fx * 4 "oe. | 
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The. gtace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” and the love of Godp anne 
fellop{hip of the Holy Ghoft be wahi,us-all edermore 
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